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INTRODUCTION
On March 2, 1985, Governor James T hompson and the Legislature of the
State of Illinois dec lared the first Monday in March to be a state holiday in
honor of Casimir Pulaski. Jim Edgar, the present Governor of - Il linois has
issued similar proclamations.
Casimir Pulaski is considered to be a hero of the American Revolution. His
contributions to the United States
were recognized in proclamations
issued by Presidents, Ronald R eagan and George Bush and also the
Congress of the United States of America.
Pulaski’s name and life are well-know n to the large Polish population of
Chicago and the Polish population of the United States. It is important that
all students learn about this man who c ame from Pola nd to help the
American Colonists in their fight for freedom became a brigadier general,
a Commander in the American Legion, and known as the Father of the
American Cavalry. It is likewis e im portant, to note that he made the
ultimate sacrifice for freedom by
his death in the Battle at Savannah,
Georgia.
It is hoped that this packet of materials is designed in such a way that the
information about Pulaski, the lesson plans and activities wi ll be helpful in
giving greater meaning to the celebrat ion of this holiday for teachers and
students.
How to Use This Packet
This packet is divided into three sections: grades K - 4, grades 5 - 8, and
high school. Teachers should use the packet that best fits their needs.
Each packet contains lesson plans, student exercises and worksheets that
can be adapted for each grade level. A
biography of Casimir Pulaski is
included in each packet to provi
de teachers wit h information. This
biography will help teachers better under stand Pulask i’s life and why we
celebrate Casimir Pulaski Day. In grades 5 and up this biography can be
given to t he students and us ed with t he enclos ed exercis es and
worksheets.
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BIOGRAPHY OF CASIMIR PULASKI
The year 1997, ZDV the 250th anniversary of the birth of Casimir Pulaski,
who is considered a hero of the continents of Europe and North America.
He is a hero in Europe because he fought for the freedom of his native
Poland. He is a hero in North America because he fought and died for the
freedom of the United States.
To learn about Pulaski’s life is to:
*
become acquainted with the history of Europe and Poland
*
gain greater knowledge of the history of the American Revolution
*
become familiar with the geography of the world, Poland and the
United States
Heroes who gave their lives for our liberty should never be forgotten. Their
courage and valor should be part of our education. Pulaski is a hero, and
our knowledge of his life should serve as an inspiration to all who live free
in the United States. His memory has been honored by the great
American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow in a Poem entitled, “Hymn of
the Moravian Nuns of Bethlehem at the Consecration of Pulaski’s Banner.”

We Remember Casimir Pulaski
Early years.
Count Casimir Pulaski (Kazimierz Pulaski) was born on March 4, 1747, in
Winiary near Warsaw. His parents, Jozef and Marianna Pulaski, were of
Polish gentry. His schooling consisted of first attending a parish school in
his hometown of Warka, then going to the Theatine School in Warsaw. In
1763, Pulaski became a page in the court of Prince Charles of Courland,
the son of Augustus III, King of Poland. Here he gained his first military
experience during a six month stay at Prince Charles’ military camp.
In 1764, Stanislaus Augustus Poniatowski was elected King of Poland.
Although Poland did see progress under his reign in cultural and
educational areas, it suffered politically because this king was under the
influence of the empress of Russia, Catherine the Great. Many Polish
people felt that their freedom as a nation was in jeopardy since the king’s
loyalty wasn’t completely to the Polish nation.
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Military Training and Career
Early in his military career, Pulaski learned good milita ry strategies, which
he later used in fighting for the freedom of Poland and t he United States.
In Poland he, his father, and his brothers belonged to a group of patriots
who were known as the Bar
C onfederacy. The goal of the Bar
Confederacy was to fight against Russia because at this time Rus sia was
encroaching further and further in to the Poland and taking advantage of
Poland’s poor political and economic situation.
His great tactical and strategic ability in le ading g uerrilla warfare agains t
the Russian armies, resulted in Pula ski’s becoming a Commander of the
Confederate Units of the Polish Army . A t the young age of twenty-two
Pulaski became the Marshal of t
he Confederate Army of the Lomza
region. He lived through m any victories and defeats. His last baffle in the
defense of Czestochowa, a city and a Polish shrine,
brought him fame
throughout Poland and Europe. Nevertheless, the complete victory whic h
he longed f or, a free Poland, was not realiz ed. In 1772, Poland lost much
of its territory and its freedom to Russia, Prussia and Austria,
After the fall of the Bar Confederacy, the Polish ar mies dwindled. Many
Polish soldiers lost their lives in baffles; among them was Pulas ki’s o wn
brother, Franciszek. His brother , Anthony, was taken into captivit y and his
father lost his life while in pris
on. Later, there were court hearings
condemning the Bar Confederacy. Pulaski was accused of trying to kidnap
King Stanislaw Poniatowski, who was backed by Catherine the Great. This
forced Pulaski along with a few of his followers into exile in Europe, where
he sought help in his bid to free Poland. Unfortunatel y, their efforts to win
support to free Poland were without
results. Pulaski was now alone in
exile nev er to return to Poland.
While in Europe he learned that the
American Colonists were fighting for their freedom from England. In
France, Pulaski met with Benjamin
Franklin, who was loo king for
experienced soldiers to fight agains t England in the Am erican Colo nies.
Franklin was so impressed with Pulask i V accomplishments that he wrote
a letter introducing Pulaski to General George Washington.
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Freedom Fighter in the American Colonies
Pulaski did n’t waste any time. He sailed for the American Colonies on
June 6, 1777. He arrived in Marblehe ad, Massachusetts (near Boston), on
July 23, 1777. In August, after a shor t stay in Boston, he reported to the
headquarters of General George Washington. He also offered his services
to the Continental Congress. On Sept ember 11, he took part in his first
battle on American soil. In the Baffle of Brandywine (near Philadelphia), he
is alleged to have saved the life of George Washingt on and his troops. On
September 15, in re cognition of hi s skills as a military le
ader, the
Continental Congress appointed him Brigad ier General of the Cavalry, in
charge of defending Washington’s troops. Because of his excellent work in
training the soldiers, he became known as the Father of the American
Cavalry.
In the following months of 1777,
he took part in the baffles of
he area around Valley Forge wher e
Germantown, and patrolled t
Washington’s army was stranded in wi nter quarters. He als o fought and
trained the troops at Trent on. Because Pulaski was an immigrant and ha d
difficulties with the Eng lish language, he had a hard time communicating
and being understood by the colonial
officers. This caused him great
distress.
In March of 1778, he came to General Washington with a request to
resign from the cavalry. He pr
oposed a plan to create his own
in
independent legion based
on a European model.
While he was
Yorktown, he submitted his plan to Congress and rec eived permission t o
form his Pulaski Legion. The Pulaski Legion was composed mostly o f
immigrant soldiers. He established
the headquarters for his legion in
Baltimore, Maryland. From late Apr il until September 15, he trained his
soldiers. Since the Continental Congr ess had no money for the Legion’s
uniforms, Pulaski paid the $17,000 for the uniforms from his o wn money.
(Some sources say that Pulaski raised as much as $50,000 toward the
American Revolution) . In September of 1778, Pulaski ann
ounced to
Washington that his legion was ready for action.
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On October 8, 1778, the Pulas ki Legion arrived at Egg Harbor, New
Jersey. Unfortunately, it was defeated here by the British in a surprise
attack. After its defeat, the Pula
ski Legion marched to Trenton. In
February of 1779, the Legi on was ordered by Washin gton to move south
from Yorktown in the direction of
Savannah, Georgia. On the way to
Savannah, Pulaski and his s
oldiers experienced a gr eat victory in
Charleston, on May 8, 1779. After the vi ctory, Pulask i was ha iled by the
Americans for his great military leadership.
Tragedy st ruck this f reedom fighter, on October 9, 1779. Pula ski was
mortally wounded at the battle of Sav annah, Georgia. Lat er he was put
aboard the ship The Wasp, where he died on October 11. Tradition says
that he was buried at sea, but now it is s peculated that perhaps his ashes
are buried under his monument in Sava nnah, Georgia. On October 21,
1779, a symbolic funeral in Pulaski’s honor was held in Charleston, wher e
he had achieved such a great victory. Many citizens of Charleston came to
honor their hero.
No one expected that this young talented soldier would die at the age of
32. He was such a valued fighter
for American freedom that even the
musket ball which killed him was remo ved and later placed in the Georgia
Historical Museum. His death did
not go unnotic ed. He became an
American hero, a symbol of freedom to the people of this new nation.

HOW PULASKI IS REMEMBERED TODAY
Monuments
The Continental Congress voted to hav e a monument erect ed in Pulaski’s
honor. The monument was unv eiled in 1910. Today the monument to
Pulaski stands in Washi ngton, D.C. as does the bu st of Pulas ki in the
Capitol Building. In Savannah, Georgia, there is a famous monument to
his memory whose cornerstone was laid by Pulaski’s good friend
Lafayette, and whose partial unveili ng occ urred in 1853. Chicago which
has the most Polish people RXWVLGHRI3RODQG boasts of
having a b ust of Pula ski in the High landers’ Hous e on South s ide of the
city.
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Cities, Countries, Streets, and Places Named after Pulaski
His contribution to America’s freedom an d to the A merican Revolutio n is
recognized by no less than 12 states which have named their cities,
counties, and roadways after C asimir Pulaski. For example, in Georgia
(west of Savannah and south of the ci ty of Macon), there is a Pulaski
County. One of the isl ands near Savannah has a fort named after Pulask i
which has existed sin ce 1861. I n souther n Illin ois, th ere is a Pulaski city
which is located in Pulaski county. T he city received its charter in 1857.
Other counties named after this hero of the revoluti on are in the states of
Indiana, Kentucky (south of the city of Lexington) and Missouri ( about 40
miles south of Jefferson City). The capi tal city of Arkansas, Little Rock, is
in Pulaski County. In the state of Virginia (between the Blue Ridge and the
Allegheny Mountains) there is a Pulask i County and a city established in
1886, which has 10,000 inhabi tants. Other states further honoring Pulask i
are Penns ylvania, New York (the ar ea by Lake Ontario about 50 miles
from Syracuse), Wisconsin (northwest of the city of Green Bay), southern
Tennessee (near the border of Alabam a) and Michigan. In Indiana, a
section of Interstate I 65 has been named the Casimir Pulaski Memorial
Highway.
It is interesting to note that many states have remembered the
contributions of this gr eat man by naming places after him. It would be
interesting to become familiar with t he geography of th e United States by
locating the previously mentioned places on a U. S. map.
Holidays in Honor of Casimir Pulaski.
In 1929, the Continental Congress voted to establish October 11, as a day
of commemoration of the 150th anniversar y of Pulaski’s death. Since then
United States presidents have issued proclamations to honor this day.
On March 2, 1985, the former governor
of Illinois, James Thompson,
decreed the first Monday in March as a holiday to commemorate Cas imir
Pulaski Da y. The c ity of Ch icago fo llowed by issuing a proclamation
stating the great deeds of th is hero. Since that time it is a holiday in the
State of Illinois. March 4th is a Pulask i Holiday in the State of Indiana .
Similar resolutions have been propos ed in New York , New J ersey and
Pennsylvania.
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Stamps and Commemoratives
In 1926 a commemorative medal was
stamped with the likenesses of
Pulaski, Kosciuszko (another Polish soldier and hero in the American
Revolution) and Washington, to commemorate the 150th anniv ersary of
the Declaration of Independence of the United States. It was similar to the
medal whic h was created in 1876. Poland also put out a stamp, with the
likenesses of Pulask i, Kosciusz ko and W ashington. In 1939 the United
States put out a stamp honoring Pulaski.

Conclusion
It is interesting to note that Casimir Pulaski has been honored by
Americans throughout the centuries even before the existence of a large
Polish population in the United States. The contributions of Pulaski to our
freedom have made him an admirable hero for American and Polish
people.
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Goals:
• To acquaint students with the contributions and the heroism of Casimir Pulaski
during the American Revolution
• To review with students the significant issues and events of the Revolution
• To have students review their map skills
Objectives:
Students will:
• read and discuss the life of Casimir Pulaski.
• locate Poland and its capital city on a map of Europe.
• see a film about Poland and relate the two or three most important facts of its
history and its geography.
• read and discuss the four or five main events of the American Revolution.
• be able to relate orally or in written form why Casimir Pulaski is considered a
hero of the American Revolution.
• become familiar with states, which have cities, counties, roadways, named
after Casimir Pulaski.
• use lines of latitude and longitude to locate places in the United States named
after Casimir Pulaski.
• demonstrate in written form knowledge of events in Pulaski’s life and
knowledge of the four or five most important events of the American
Revolution.
Words to Know
(See worksheet for grades 5 and 6 for a more extensive list)
Casimir Pulaski
hero
Poet freedom
capital
Warsaw democracy
American Revolution
monarchy
cavalry
lines of latitude
legion
lines of longitude
Materials:
Picture and biography of Casimir Pulaski: worksheets; maps of the world, united States
and Europe, map of the thirteen colons arid a map of the battles of the American
Revolution: film about Pulaski aid Poland; worksheets; box with small cards containing
the latitude and longitude of places which are named after Casimir Pulaski.
Procedures:
• Display a picture of Casimir Pulaski in the classroom, and write the name of the
holiday arid its date on the blackboard.
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(Grades  and  continued)
• Ask students what the word hero means. Ask who is a hero. Tell students that
they are going to read about / see a film about a hero who contributed to freedom
for the United States.
• Ask students what they know about the American Revolution. ‘Have students
read a biographical sketch or book about the life of Casimir Pulaski.
• Have students watch a short film about Casimir Pulaski.
• Students can make a booklet about Casimir Pulaski and Poland using Pulaski’s
picture as a cover for the booklet.
• Check students’ knowledge of the facts about Pulaski by hav ing them do written
exercises.
• Prepare a bulletin board titled,’ Hero in America’s Fight for Freedom.”
• Have students locate on a map of the United States, states which have cities,
counties, or roadways having Pulaski’s name. Have students color those states.
• Explain or review with the class the use of lines of latitude and longitude to find
places on a map.
• Explain how to use the scale of miles.
• Have students demonstrate what they
learned by doing som
e map skills
worksheets
Additional Activity
Have students play a guessing game, using the lines of latitude and longitude. One
student is ‘It? He selects the name of a state from a box in whic h a city, county or road
is named after Pulaski. The only information he gi ves the class are the lines of longitude
and latitude. The c lass looks at a map and individual class mem bers try to guess in
which state this city, county or road is
located. The student who guesse s correctly
becomes’ It.’
Creative Writing:
Have students write a play about how Pulaski came to the United States, and how he
helped win freedom for America. Tell s tudents to incl ude Pulaski’s meeting wit h
Benjamin Franklin, as well as his fist m
eeting with George Washington. If a video
camera is available have students film the best play. Plays can be written in cooperative
groups.
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CASIMIR PULASKI
1747 – 1779
Casimir Pulaski was born on M arch 4,
1747, at Winiary, his
parents’ estate near
Warka, in the Warsaw district of Poland.
Joseph Pulaski, Casimir’s father, was a
successful and wealthy landowner who brought
up his children in an atmosphere of religion
and patriotism. The Pulask i f amily bec ame
deeply inv olved in the resistanc e to Russian
encroachments on Polish independence in the
years 1768 - 1772. When this effort fai led,
Casimir was forced into exile, where he spent
the remainder of his life.

Devoted t o the idea of fight
ing for
freedom and depriv ed of t he opportunity in his

own count ry. Pulaski offered his services to
America. He came to this country on July 23.
1777, to join the American struggle for
independence. On the
recommendation of
General Washington, the Continental Congress
appointed Pulaski Brigadier General of Cav alry
on September 15, 1777. He transformed the
American cavalry from a mounted infantry into
a cavalry in the European mod e. The “Pula ski
Legion” took part in battles in New Jersey in
1778 and was then ordere d to the southern
theater of war in the following year, where it
participated in the defense of Charleston,
South Car olina and the battle of Savannah.
Pulaski distinguished himself in that battle,
where he was wounded and died two days
later, on October 11, 1779, at the age of 32.
The Continental Congress voted to have
a monument erected in his honor. In 1929
Congress established October 11 as a day of
commemoration of the 150th anniversary
of
Pulaski’s death. Since then, United St
ates
presidents have issued proclamations to honor
that day. The American people across the land
have honor ed him by nami ng towns, counties,
forts, schools, bridges, streets, and
organizations after him.
The Librar y of Congress collections are
rich in items related t o Pulaski. These include
published works, both popular and scholarly, in
a number of languages, and manuscripts
pertaining to the period of
the American
Revolution.

Janina W. Hoskins
Library at Congress European Division
Introduction to: Casimir Pulaski:
A Selective List of Reading Materials in English
Washington D.C.: LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, 1983.
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CASIMIR PULASKI
1747-1779
March 4, 1747 — Casimir Pulaski is born near Warsaw, Poland.
1762 - becomes a page at the court of Prince Charles
1763 - Casimir Pulaski’s father takes part with his three sons in the election of Stanislaus Augustus
Poniatowski, King of Poland
1768 - helps form the Confederation of the Bar to fight against the Russian troops invading Poland
1769 - with the help of his two brothers and his father, Pulaski battles various Russian troops
1770 1771 - defends city of Czestochowa against the Russians
1772 - given the death sentence for trying to kidnap the King of Poland
- flees to France
- Russia, Prussia and Austria start to divide up Poland
1774 - goes to Turkey to fight the Russians
1775 - returns to France
1776 - appeals to the Polish Seym (the Parliament) for permission to return to Poland with no rep!’
- hears of the War for Independence in America
- meets Benjamin Franklin in France
1777 -

receives a letter of recommendation addressed to George Washington
sails from Europe to Marblehead, near Boston, Massachusetts
August 24: offers his service to Congress
September 11: takes part in his first American battle at Brandywine Creek between Chester
and Philadelphia where he essentially saved General Washington’s life
- September 15: becomes a general of the cavalry
- winter: patrols Valley Forge where General Washington’s army was located

1778 -

January: goes to Trenton, New Jersey to organize and train troops
February/March: joins General Wayne in skirmishes against the British in New Jersey
March 19: asks Congress for his own Legion
March 28: receives Congressional permission for forming Pulaski’s Legion
April - September trains his Legion
October 8: Pulaski’s Legion arrives at Egg Harbor, New Jersey
October 15: The Legion comes under a surprise attack by the British; many lives are lost and
Legion suffers a serious loss

1779 -

February 8: Washington orders the Legion to march south to Savannah, Georgia
May 8: the Legion arrives in Charleston, South Carolina and achieves a great victory
September 14: Pulaski’s Legion arrives in Savannah, Georgia to help fight the British
October 9: Pulaski is mortally wounded in the Battle of Savannah
October11: Pulaski dies on board the ship Wasp.

- October 21: hero’s symbolic funeral held for Pulaski in Charleston

Worksheet I - Casimir Pulaski
Vocabulary
A.
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Define the following words on another sheet of paper

1) page
9)
2) gentry
10)
3) encroach
11)
4) exile
12)
5) freedom fighter
6) reign
14)
7) composed
15)

13)

8) musket
legion
unveiling
cavalry
mortally
immigrant
bid
hail

B. Matching
Match the word in the left column with its definition in the right column.
1) victory

____

a) a large gun

2) dwindled ____

b) to uncover and show for the first time

3) reign

____

c) special talent

4) effort

____

d) to lose or to be beaten

5) musket

____

e) rule or amount of time

6) liberty

____

f) nobles, upper class

7) ability

_____

g) become less or smaller

8) defeat

____

h) freedom

9) gentry

____

i) to try

10) unveiling ____

j) a winning or success
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(Intermediate - th and th grace)

Worksheet 2 - Casimir Pulaski
A) Write

T for true or F for false at the end of each statement.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

Casimir Pulaski was of the working class peasants. ______
The ruler of Poland during Pulaski’s time was Catherine the Great. ______
Pulaski escaped to France to avoid punishment for trying to kidnap the King. _____
Pulaski lost his brother and father in his fight for Poland’s freedom. _____
Pulaski met George Washington in France. _____
General Washington recommends Pulaski as Brigadier General of the Cavalry. _____
Pulaski trained a legion of troops using the European system. _______
The Pulaski Legion won every baffle it fought. ______
Pulaski died on Oct. 9, 1979. ______
Pulaski will always be remembered as a valued fighter for America’s freedom. _____

B)

Fill in the blanks with the best answer.

1)

The ____________________ was composed of men who were willing to fight for
Poland’s freedom.

2)

___________________ was encroaching into Poland.

3)

Poland was divided by _______________, ________________, and Austria in
____________ (year).

4)

Pulaski fled to exile in ___________ after being accused of trying to
_____________ King Poniatowski.

5)

Pulaski met _________________________ in France and agreed to come to the
___________________ to fight for freedom.

6)

Pulaski arrived in Boston on ___________________

7)

The first baffle that Pulaski fought on American soil was the _____________________

8)

Pulaski’s poor knowledge of _____________ led him to ask General George
Washington to form an independent _____________ of troops.

9)

One of the greatest victories of Pulaski’s Legion was in _______________________,
South Carolina, _____________.

10)

On October 9, 1779, Pulaski was mortally ____________ at the Baffle of ________

11)

Pulaski died at the age of _____ and is remembered as a _____________of two
continents.
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(intermediate - level th and th grade)

Worksheet 3

Map Work: The 13 Original Colonies
Use the map of the colonies and the time line for the exercises below.
1)

Label each colony on the lines given.

2)

Color the colony to which Pulaski came when he first arrived from France yellow.

3)

Color the colony in which you would find the city of Philadelphia red.

4)

Color the colony where Pulaski trained his troops green.

5)

Color the colony that held the first fighting for Pulaski’s Legion blue. (Hint:
Charleston was the site of the fighting.)

6)

Color the colony where Pulaski was mortally wounded black.

7)

Put an orange star inside the colony where Pulaski’s funeral was held.

INTERMEDIATE — th and th grade
Answer Sheet for Casimir Pulaski exercises
Worksheet 1
•
Answers to Casimir Pulaski vocabulary sheet — matching
1) j
2) g
3) e
4) l
5) a
6) h
7) c
8) d
9) f
10) b
Worksheet 2
•
Answers to true and false:
1)
F (he was of the nobility)
2)
F (Stanislaw Poniatowski was the ruler of Poland)
3) T
4) T
5)
F (Ben Franklin, not Washington)
6) T
7) T
8) F
9)
F (Oct. 11, 1979)
10) T
•
Fill in answers
1)
Confederacy of the Bar
2) Russia
3)
Russia, Prussia, 1772
4)
France/Europe (either answer is acceptable), kidnap
5)
Ben Franklin, American Colonies
6)
July 23, 1777
7)
Battle of Brandywine Creek
8) English,
legion
9)
Charleston, May 8, 1779
10) mortally
wounded/killed Savannah, Georgia
11) 32,
hero
Worksheet 3
Map work -- no absolute answers (look for general knowledge of material).
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Worksheet 4

(Intermediate level – th and th grade)

Casimir Pulaski
Timeline

Complete the time line.
1747

Birth of __________________ on __________________

1762

Pulaski becomes a _________________

1764

Election of Poniatowski as King of Poland

1768

Confederation of the Bar is formed.

1769

Pulaski battles __________________

1770-71

Pulaski defends ___________________

1772

Pulaski is given a death _________________ and flees to
France.

1774

Pulaski goes to ____________________

1775

He returns to ____________________

1776

Pulaski appeals for return to __________________
He hears of Revolutionary ________________ Pulaski
meets _________________________ in _____________

1777

Pulaski gets a letter for _____________________
Pulaski arrives at ____________________
He offers his help to Congress and participates in the Battle
of _______________________

1778

Pulaski organizes and trains ___________________
and joins in skirmishes against the ___________________
He asks for his own ___________________ and forms the
_________________ ________________. Pulaski loses the
battle at ____________________

16
1779

Pulaski is ordered to move to ___________________.
The Legion arrives in __________________________.
On _______________, Legion arrives to Savannah.
On ________________, Pulaski is mortally wounded.
He dies on board the _______________
October 22 is the hero’s __________________ for Pulaski in
_________________

Worksheet 4
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Timeline

1747: Casimir Pulaski (or just Pulaski): March 4, 1747
1762: page
1769: Russians (Russian troops)
1770 1771: (city of) Chestochowa
1772: sentence
1774: Turkey
1775: France
1776: Poland: War: Benjamin Franklin, France.
1777: George Washington; Marblehead (near Boston); Brandywine Creek (or just
Brandywine).
1778: troops: British; legion, Pulaski Legion: Egg Harbor
1779: Savannah or Georgia; Charleston or South Carolina; Sept. 14; October 9: Wasp;
funeral, Charleston.

A. Instructions: Study the world map below. Write the names of the seven
continents.
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1. __________________ 2. _________________ 3. _________________
4. _________________ 5. _________________ 6. _________________
7. _________________
Write the names of the four oceans:
8. _________________ 9. _________________
11. _________________

10. _________________

1.

4.

CONTINENTS
1. NORTH AMERICA
2. SOUTH AMERICA
3. EUROPE
4. AFRICA

5. ASIA
6. AUSTRALIA
7. ANTARCTICA

OCEANS
a. PACIFIC
b. ATLANTIC

c. ARCTIC
d. INDIAN

Adventures in Social Studies
Learning and Reinforcement Packets
Grades  and 
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Answer Key:
Instructions: Check your answers.
1. _Asia____________
2. _Africa___________ 3.
_Australia________ 6.
4. _South America____ 5.
7. _North America____
8. _Pacific Ocean____
9. _Atlantic Ocean___
10. _Indian Ocean____ 11.
_Arctic Ocean____

CONTINENTS
1. NORTH AMERICA
2. SOUTH AMERICA
3. EUROPE
4. AFRICA

5. ASIA
6. AUSTRALIA
7. ANTARCTICA

__Antarctica_______
__Europe_________

OCEANS
a. PACIFIC
b. ATLANTIC

c. ARCTIC
d. INDIAN

Adventures in Social Studies
Student Reinforcement Packets
Grades  and 
Chicago Board of Education

Casimir Pulaski

1747 - 1779
Lessons and Activities for Grades  – 
CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL EDUCATION
./8%=$%252:,$1:&+,&$*2

Suggested Lesson Plans - Grades  - 
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Goals:
• To have students review the pertinent facts and events relating to the
American Revolution
• To read the biography of Casimir Pulaski from various sources,
encyclopedias, biographical books, Internet, America on Line
• To compare and contrast information
• To introduce students to the American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
and his poem honoring Casimir Pulaski entitled, “Hymn of the Moravian
Nuns of Bethlehem at the Consecration of the Pulaski Banner”
• To have students do creative writing on topics based on Pulaski’s life
Objectives:

Students will:
•

research and read about the important events of the American Revolution
 DQGWKHXSULVLQJLQ3RODQG
and be able to relate them to the class.
• read about and research the important contributions Pulaski made to the
American Revolution and be able to relate them to the class.
• see a film about Casimir Pulaski and take part in a discussion highlighting
his contributions to the American Revolution.
• read proclamations and resolutions made by the state of Illinois, the U.S.
Congress, and the city of Chicago honoring Casimir Pulaski.
• read and discuss Longfellow’s poem honoring Pulaski.
• be able to tell how this poem shows Longfellow’s admiration for this Polish
hero.
• work in cooperative groups to write original poems about Pulaski’s
contributions to America’s freedom.

Additional Activities:
•
•

visit Dlibrary RUVHDUFKWKHLQWHUQHWto research and write about the
contributions of other Polish people to America.
To write an essay on the following or similar topics:
“The Problems of an Immigrant Soldier During the American Revolution”

Words to Know:
Warsaw
Poland
King Stanislaw Augustus Poniatowski
Catherine the Great
Pulaski Legion
Cavalry
Bar Confederacy
(More extensive vocabulary list is on the worksheet for grades 10-12 liceum)

(Grades  and }
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Materials
Picture and biography of Pulaski; written exercises; maps of Europe, United States, the
thirteen American Colonies, and map of the battles of the American Revolution; film
about Casimir Pulaski.
Procedures:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

About a week before the Casimir Pulaski holiday hang a picture or portrait of
Pulaski in the classroom.
Assign reading about Casimir Pulaski and the American Revolution and compare
and contrast the information available from all the sources.
Show the film, “Hero of Two Continents,” to your students. Have the students
react to the information in the film by writing an essay, The Contributions of
Pulaski to the Revolution.
Read Longfellow’s poem honoring Casimir Pulaski” Hymn of the Moravian Nuns
of Bethlehem at the Consecration of Pulaski’s Banner.”
Have students discuss and interpret this poem.
Have students work in cooperative groups to write their own poems honoring
Pulaski.
Decorate a bulletin board, “Casimir Pulaski Hero of Two Continents,” to display
students’ poems and essays, maps of the United States and Poland, scenes
from the American Revolution, as well as a portrait of Casimir Pulaski.
Use worksheets and vocabulary exercises to test students’ knowledge of Pulaski
and the American Revolution.

Teacher Information:
Casimir Pulaski Day is celebrated in Illinois on the first Monday in March.
The actual date of Pulaski’s birth is March 4, 1747. For example, the first Monday in
March , is March 3rd.
For the film “Casimir Pulaski, Hero of Two Continents,” please see bibliography.
-
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CASIMIR PULASKI
1747-1779
March 4, 1747 — Casimir Pulaski is born near Warsaw, Poland.
1762 - becomes a page at the court of Prince Charles
1763 - Casimir Pulaski’s father takes part with his three sons in the election of Stanislaus Augustus
Poniatowski, King of Poland
1768 - helps form the Confederation of the Bar to fight against the Russian troops invading Poland
1769 - with the help of his two brothers and his father, Pulaski battles various Russian troops
1770 1771 - defends city of Czestochowa against the Russians
1772 - given the death sentence for trying to kidnap the King of Poland
- flees to France
- Russia, Prussia and Austria start to divide up Poland
1774 - goes to Turkey to fight the Russians
1775 - returns to France
1776 - appeals to the Polish Seym (the Parliament) for permission to return to Poland with no rep!’
- hears of the War for Independence in America
- meets Benjamin Franklin in France
1777 -

receives a letter of recommendation addressed to George Washington
sails from Europe to Marblehead, near Boston, Massachusetts
August 24: offers his service to Congress
September 11: takes part in his first American battle at Brandywine Creek between Chester
and Philadelphia where he essentially saved General Washington’s life
- September 15: becomes a general of the cavalry
- winter: patrols Valley Forge where General Washington’s army was located

1778 -

January: goes to Trenton, New Jersey to organize and train troops
February/March: joins General Wayne in skirmishes against the British in New Jersey
March 19: asks Congress for his own Legion
March 28: receives Congressional permission for forming Pulaski’s Legion
April - September trains his Legion
October 8: Pulaski’s Legion arrives at Egg Harbor, New Jersey
October 15: The Legion comes under a surprise attack by the British; many lives are lost and
Legion suffers a serious loss

1779 -

February 8: Washington orders the Legion to march south to Savannah, Georgia
May 8: the Legion arrives in Charleston, South Carolina and achieves a great victory
September 14: Pulaski’s Legion arrives in Savannah, Georgia to help fight the British
October 9: Pulaski is mortally wounded in the Battle of Savannah
October11: Pulaski dies on board the ship Wasp.

- October 21: hero’s symbolic funeral held for Pulaski in Charleston

HYMN OF THE MORAVIAN NUNS
OF BETHLEHEM
AT THE CONSECRATION OF PULASKI’S BANNER
When the dying flame of day
Through the chance! shot its ray.
Far the glimmering tapers shed
Faint light on the cowled head;
And the censer burning swung,
Where, before the altar, hung
The crimson banner, that with prayer
Had been consecrated there,
And the nuns’ sweet hymn was heard the
while, Sung low, in the dim, mysterious aisle.
“Take thy banner! May it wave
Proudly o’er the good arid brave; When the battle distant wail
Breaks the sabbath of our vale,
When the clarion’s music thrills
To the hearts of these lone hills,
When the spear in conflict shakes,
And the strong lance shivering breaks.
Take thy banner! and beneath
The battle-clouds encircling wreath,
Guard it, till our homes are free!
Guard it! God will prosper thee!
In the dark and trying hour,
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In the breaking forth of power, In the
rush of steeds and men, His right
hand will shield thee then.
Take thy banner! But when night
Closes round the ghastly fight,
if the vanquished warrior bow,
Spare him! By our holy vow,
By our prayers and many tears,
By the mercy that endears,
Spare him! he our love hath shared!
Spare him! as thou wouldst be
spared!
Take thy banner! and if e’er
Thou shouldst press the soldier’s bier,
And the muffled drum should beat
To the tread of mournful feet,
Then this crimson flag shall be
Martial cloak and shroud for thee!”
The warrior took that banner proud, And it
was his martial cloak and shroud!
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Note:
Casimir Pulaski strongly believed in freedom, not only for his native Country of Poland,
but for the early United States in the struggle for independence. Fighting bravely in an attempt
to preserve Poland’s freedom from Russia, Pulaski lost his brother and father. In spite of this
tragedy, Pulaski felt it was important to fight for freedom -- so much so, that he agreed to come
virtually across the world to fight for America’s freedom. Pulaski, determined to stand up what
he believed, agreed to help the 13 Colonies battle England. So strong was his devotion to
freedom that he wrote the following in a letter to George Washington: “I came here, where
freedom is being defended, to serve it, and to five or die for it.
Many Americans admired Casimir Pulaski and were thankful for his efforts that helped
America become free. One group was especially impressed by Pulaski’s devotion and advocacy
for freedom -- the Moravian nuns in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. They were sympathetic for his
cause and wanted to show -Pulaski their admiration. As a sign of their respect, the nuns made a
banner for Pulaski’s Legion, and presented it to him on May 77, 7778.
The famous American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow also had much respect for
Pulaski. He knew about the banner the Moravian Nuns had given to Pulaski, and agreed that
Pulaski deserved such a special gift. Longfellow also knew how much Pulaski had suffered/n his
attempts to gain freedom, and was deeply moved by the fact that Pulaski lost members of his
close family in Poland in the fight against Russia. Furthermore, he was very impressed by
Pulaski’s efforts in the War for Independence. When Longfellow heard of Pulaski’s death on
October 17, 7779, he wrote the above poem in his honor. He joined many Americans in
mourning the death of Pulaski.

CASIMIR PULASKI BIOGRAPHY VOCABULARY --th and th grade
A) On another sheet of paper, define the following words from your reading on Casimir

Pulaski.

1) jeopardy
2) page
3) gentry
4) encroach
5) freedom fighter
6) reign

7) exile
8) bid
9) musket
10) legion
11) cavalry 17)
12) composed

I3) mortally
14) hail
15) dwindle
16) sought
guerilla
18) unveiling

B) Match each vocabulary word on the left with the letter of its definition to the right.
1) reign

_____

a) in a way that causes death

2) legion

_____

b) an uncovering and presentation to the public for the first time

3) cavalry

_____

c) an army that fights on horseback or in vehicles

4) mortally

_____

d) made up of

5) page

_____

e) members of the upper class; aristocrats

6) hail

_____

f) forced removal from one’s country; banishment

7) exile

_____

g) to become less or increasingly smaller

8) encroach

_____

h) past tense of word “seek” (looked for)

9) sought

_____

i) honored or remembered in a positive way

10) musket

_____

j) danger or trouble

11) guerilla

_____

k) a special group, league or club

12) gentiy

_____

l) a servant, mostly to members of royalty

13) freedom fighter

_____ m) effort or an attempt, most often through a vote

14) dwindle

_____

n) a special way of fighting to attack the enemy by surprise

15) bid

_____

o) a large gun used in the 18th century

16) unveiling _____

p) to invade and take over something

17) composed _____

q) rule or time in public office

18) jeopardy _____

r) a soldier who strongly believes in fighting for some form of
freedom, such as a country’s or individual’s freedom
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ANSWER SHEET FOR CASIMIR PULASKI EXERCISES

7th and 8th grade

a)

Possible definitions:

I)
jeopardy:danger or trouble
2)
page: a blight, servant, or royal messenger
3)
gently: members of the upper class; aristocrats
4)
encroach: to invade something and take it
5)
freedom fighter: a soldier who strongly believes in fighting for their country’s
freedom
6)
reign: rule or time served in office
7)
exile: forced removal from one’s country; banishment
8)
bid: a try or attempt to get something, usually by a vote
9)
musket: a large gun used in the 18th Century
10)
legion: a special league, club, or group
11)
cavalry: an army that fights on horseback or in vehicles
12)
composed: made up of
13)
mortally: in a way that causes death
14)
hail: to be regarded highly or honored
i5)
dwindle: to become less or increasingly smaller
16)
sought: past tense of “seek”: to search for
17)
guerilla: a special fighting technique in which soldiers hide and surprise attack
their
enemies
18)
unveiling: an uncovering and presenting to the public for the first time.
B)
Answers to matching:
1)
reign q
2) legion
k
3) cavalry
c
4)
mortally
a
5) page
l
6)
hail
i
7)
exile
f
8)
encroach
p
9)
sought h
10) musket
o
11) guerilla
n
12)
gentry e
13)
freedom fighter
r
14)
dwindle
g
15)
bid
m
16)
unveiling
b
17)
composed
d
18)
jeopardy
j

Pulaski Biography — Questions for WK and WKgrade
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1) Why did many Polish people fear that their nation’s freedom was in jeopardy in the
late 1700’s?
2) How can a country’s poor political and economic state help it to be more vulnerable
to a take-over by another country?
3) Why do you think it was so important for Pulaski to fight in a baffle to preserve
Czestochowa?
4) Why isn’t Prussia on a current map? If it were on a map today, where would it be
(what countries would it cover)?
5) Why did Pulaski go into exile?
6) Why didn’t Pulaski return to Poland?
7) Who was the first American of historical importance that Pulaski met?
8) Why do you think the U.S. was so interested in having Pulaski fight for their army in
their War for Independence?
9) What services did Pulaski offer to the Continental Congress?
10) Why did Pulaski ask Washington if he could resign from the cavalry?
11) What was the Pulaski Legion?
12) Name a city where the Pulaski Legion defeated the enemy. Name a city where the
Pulaski Legion was defeated by the enemy.
13) How was Pulaski an American hero and a symbol of freedom to Americans?
14) What is the only other city in the world that has more Polish people than Chicago?
15) Name something in Chicago — maybe even in your own neighborhood — that has
been named after Pulaski.

Answers to th and th grade questions on Pulaski
(Answers will vary. In this case, “a”, “b’, etc. are used to show possible answers.)
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1)

a) They feared that they would lose their country/land to other countries (Russia, Austria,
Germany).
b) They feared Catherine the Great and were upset beca~~ their king was influenced by
her.

2)

a) The country would be an easy target/easy to defeat because it would be unprepared
for a war.
b) With poor economic conditions, they couldn’t finance a war (i.e. pay for supplies,
casualties, etc.).
c) It would be difficult to put together a strong army with poor political leadership and a
lack of cohesiveness/togetherness/unity by the public.
d) It would be easier in general to control a nation weakened by financial and political
difficulties.

3)

Because it was a holy city and an important shrine, and if any harm was done, it would
be sacreligious.

4)

Prussia does not exist today. Formerly, it was made up of what is now Austria, Germany,
and present Poland.

5)

a) Because he allegedly tried to kidnap the king of Poland, Stanislaw Poniatowski, and
he went against the Polish government by serving in the Polish army.
b) He did not agree with the Polish government or its political leaders.

6)

a) Pulaski could not return to Poland because he was in exile.
b) He was bitter towards Poland. He was unhappy with the conditions in Poland after the
war, and most of his family (father, brother) had been killed in the war.

7) Benjamin

Franklin

8)

a) Because of his excellent military skills.
b) The U.S. desperately needed soldiers to fight in its army vs. Britain.

9)

He offered his military expertise.

10)

He had trouble communicating with his soldiers due to the language barrier.

11)

It was an independent legion set up by Pulaski to model European armies. It was
composed mostly of immigrants.

12)

defeat: Egg Harbor

13)

answers will vary.

victory: Charleston

14) Warsaw
15)

Pulaski Rd.. Pulaski Park, Pulaski School.
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USEFUL WORDS AND PHRASES IN POLISH
good morning
good-bye
please
thank you
good
bad, wrong
better
louder
quiet
-

-

-

dzien dobry
dowidzenia
prosze
dziekuje
dobrze
zle
lepiej
glosniej
cicho

-

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES – PYTANIA I ODPOWIEDZI
How do you say that?
What does that mean?
I have a question.
I don’t understand.
I know.
I don’t know.
-

- Jak to sie mowi?
- Co to znaczy?
- Mam pytanie.
Nie rozumiem.
- Wiem
Nie wiem.

CLASSROOM COMMAND – W KLASIE
Please repeat.
Please open your books.
Please close your books.
Please write.
Please stand up.
Please sit down.
Say it in English/Polish.
Pay attention.
Think for a moment. Please don’t hurry.
Don’t get nervous.
Come here.
-

Prosze powtorzyc.
- Prosze otworzyc ksiazki.
- Prosze zamknac ksiazki.
Prosze pisac.
Prosze wstac.
Prosze usiasc.
- Prosze powiedziec po angielsku/polsku
Prosze uwazac.
Prosze pomyslec.
- Prosze sie nie spieszyc.
- Prosze sie nie denerwowac.
Prosze chodzi tutaj.
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