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     As indicated in the listing of my schooling, employment and consulting work, I have had a varied career with experiences in academic history, public history, and curriculum development.  

     For the last twenty five years I have concentrated on Holocaust education and research as a member of the Facing History and Ourselves National Foundation, a non-profit teacher training organization that helps teachers integrate the unique and universal lessons of the Holocaust into their curricula.  Throughout all my work with this organization, my primary interest has been to make the history of the Holocaust and its legacy accessible to the broadest possible public.

     In my first five years with Facing History as an Assistant to the Executive Director, I used my skills as a researcher and writer.  I edited the Facing History News, writing most of the articles and preparing manuscripts for the printer.  Among the topics I worked on for newsletter articles were:  “The Ravensbruck Lapens,” “”Prosecutors of the Nuremberg Trials,” “The Impact of the Eichmann Trial on the Media,” “The Filmmaker Pierre Sauvage and his film ‘Weapons of the Spirit,’” “The Altruistic Personality,”  “Teaching the Holocaust and Genocide on the College Level,” “Facing History Experiences in the College Classroom,” “The Artists of Terezin,” “The Background to the film ‘The Fuhrer Gives the City to the Jews,’”  “The Bitburg Controversy,” “French Memories of the Holocaust,” and “The Schindlerfrau Rena Finder.”  

     I also helped organize the first four Facing History annual conferences:  The Nuremberg Trials, Making a Difference, The Eichmann Trial, and The Child at War.  In addition to the administrative details of working out schedules and making arrangements for speakers, I helped develop curricula, conference agendas and followup activities.  Other responsibilities during these years included: visiting and speaking at middle schools and high schools about topics I had covered in newsletter articles; interviewing high school and college teachers using the Facing History materials; and networking with teachers in colleges and universities who were teaching about the Holocaust.

     Another exciting project during these early years with Facing History involved training docents and developing curricular materials to be used in conjunction with the Anne Frank in the World Exhibition.  The thrust of the materials I developed was to encourage students and teachers to view the Anne Frank story in the context of the Holocaust and World War II and to consider the implications Anne’s story has for understanding children and youth who are experiencing periods of extreme trauma and dislocation.  Docents used these materials during training sessions and developed questions for exhibition tours that would encourage visitors to reflect on the legacy of the Holocaust, the Frank family in particular.

     Much of the research I conducted during these years was incorporated in Elements of Time, a manual I co-authored with Margot Stern Strom.  Elements of Time describes how teachers can incorporate video testimonies of Holocaust survivors in their courses on the Holocaust: descriptions of the testimonies (primarily excerpts from testimonies in the Fortunoff Video Archives at Yale University) are followed by background material and suggestions for using the testimonies as points of departure for examining crucial events in the history of the Holocaust.  Also included in the manual are descriptions of video sessions of the Facing History annual conferences and resource speakers.

     From 1988 until the present I have served as a Program Associate and National Senior Program Associate for Facing History.  In these roles I have conducted workshops and summer institutes for teachers throughout the United States.  I work primarily in communities that do not have Facing History regional offices.  For example, I have done workshops in Alaska, South Carolina, North Carolina, Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Washington.  I also have served as a liaison between Facing History and other organizations dealing with Holocaust research and education such as:  The Braun Center, the Jewish Museum, the Museum for Jewish Heritage, the Koppelman Holocaust/Genocide Resource Center, the National Center for Jewish Film, and the Association for Holocaust Organizations.  On several occasions I have participated in joint projects with these organizations.  In 1988, I worked with Dennis Klein of the Braun Center on a special issue of Dimensions that featured Kristallnacht.  I also worked with Dr. Klein on a guide for The Diary of a Young Girl.  With Sharon Rivo, Director of the National Center for Jewish Film, I created a study guide for The Fuhrer Gives a City to the Jews.  I also worked with several organizations in New York City to develop a study guide for Lanzmann’s Shoah, and for several years I worked with a group of New York educators and museum specialists to develop the exhibition and curricular materials for the Jewish Museum’s ‘Bridges and Boundaries’ exhibition on the relations between Blacks and Jews.  I have also worked on teacher’s guides with faculty from the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, and the Koppelman Center for Holocaust/Genocide education at Rider University.  Recently, I have been working with the ADL to create an online magazine about teaching the Holocaust since September 11th.  

     I regularly participate in conferences dealing with Holocaust and Genocide studies; yearly I present materials on Holocaust education at conferences for the National Conference of Social Studies.  I have also participated in international conferences on Holocaust education in Hamburg and Lubeck as well as at Yad Vashem.  

     As in my first years with Facing History, I have continued to work with college and university teachers in developing courses and special programs dealing with the Holocaust. Having seen the potential of materials on the Holocaust in higher education, I coordinated a symposium with Helen Fein entitled “Teaching Genocide and Holocaust on the College Level,” which took place in Brookline Massachusetts in 1991.  The proceedings of this symposium were published; a subsequent meeting of the group took place at William and Mary in 1995.

     In the mid nineties I had the privilege of helping former Nuremberg prosecutors organize a reunion in Washington, D.C.  This was a special project for me since my father was one of the young lawyers who went to Nuremberg as part of the prosecution to gather evidence, etc.  The more I got involved with this reunion, the more I realized why so many teachers and students get interested in the subject of the Holocaust:  we can still meet and talk with people who lived through the era; and we can see daily how the events of half a century ago impinge on the attitudes and actions of the present.

     In 2002, Facing History institutionalized my work with nonregion areas by creating the North American project, a project designed to provide in-depth online follow-up for teachers outside of the regional offices.  Using the Facing History website and campus, teachers in areas I serve with have access to the latest Facing History materials as well as an opportunity to discuss content and pedagogy with members of the Facing History technology team.  This project has grown into a much more extensive initiative reaching more areas, with a budget and additional staff.    

     The work I have done with Facing History and Ourselves is a continuation of my earlier teaching career in the Peace Corps and in universities:  my central focus has always been an effort to make history accessible to the broadest possible public audience.

     I began my teaching career as a Peace Corps Volunteer Teacher in Sokoto Province, Northern Nigeria, where I created a program for teachers to upgrade their qualifications along with teaching in an elementary school and teacher training college.  I learned that I loved teaching, especially the challenge of finding new ways to present materials.  I also learned that I did not require all the aides—audiovisual materials, duplicating facilities, overheads, etc.—that we have become so accustomed to using in American schools.  Perhaps, the most valuable lesson of this teaching experience was that students come to class with a wealth of experience and knowledge that can be tapped in the classroom.  To this day, I continue to incorporate students’ experiences and insights into my teaching strategies.  I also found out how important it is to use local resources.  I called upon community and religious leaders as well as visiting dignitaries to speak about their expertise in classes.  My students at the teacher training college enjoyed these visitors and in many cases were eager to keep in contact with them.

     I continued to develop my skills in teaching as a graduate student at Washington University, where I was a teaching assistant for the Western Civilization survey course and an introductory course in Jewish history.  Then, in the decade between 1973 and 1983, while I was teaching surveys and seminars in European and American history, I was continuously trying out new methods and developing programs to reach both students and members of the larger community.  For instance, I organized a series on issues of justice at Fontbonne College and special programs on women’s history at Temple University.  I also delivered papers on revolutionary society and nineteenth century domesticity at scholarly conferences and public lecture series.  In 1980 with a joint fellowship from the Eleutherian Mills Historical Library and the Winterthur Museum, I organized a daylong symposium on “Women of the Brandywine Valley,” and designed the exhibition entitled “Mourning Glory,” which explored women’s roles in death and dying rituals during the nineteenth century.  Another program that broadened the audience for history, social history in particular, was an oral history project in which students conducted interviews of several different generations in their families.  In the course of this project I learned the value of working with colleagues in different disciplines---communications, sociology and film—and the students themselves gained from the interdisciplinary nature of the project.  Also, in the late 1970s, I worked with Elizabeth Fox Genovese to develop a comprehensive curriculum that would integrate the study of women into every facet of existing course on European and American history.  In 1980 I keynoted the conference on this project, held at Indiana University.

     At East Tennessee University, I pioneered efforts to study social history through domestic artifacts.  Students in my American history classes held an Artifacts Festival:  they collected pieces from their mothers and grandmothers for display in a university exhibition.  I also cotaught a course with the director of Rocky Mount Museum.  Students helped design an exhibition dealing with the homefront during World War I.

     My publications mirrored my classroom activities during these years.  I wrote several articles on the social history of eighteenth and nineteenth century women as well as pedagogical essays on methods for teaching social and women’s history.  Based on my dissertation research I coauthored The Women of Revolutionary Paris (U. of Illinois Press).

     As a fellow scholar at the Wellesley College for Research on Women, I developed a full curriculum on teaching history of women through domestic artifacts and outlined the course in the Center’s Working Papers Series.  I also took part in a seminar with college professors from all over New England who were teaching women’s studies.  The following year I enedited all the papers from the seminar for the Center’s Working Paper Series.

      My work at Wellesley College made me increasingly interested in focusing on curriculum development.  In 1983 I resigned from my university profession to work fulltime on curriculum development at Facing History and Ourselves.

